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Situation 1

Read and Do

M1: Welcome to Korea! It is a country with a long history and its own culture and traditions.
Feel free to ask me about it.

W: Where is Korea?

M1: The Korean peninsula is located in Northeast Asia. It is surrounded by the ocean on three
sides, neighboring Japan to the east and China to the West.

M2: What is Korea's national symbol?

M1: First, let me tell you about the national flag, Taegeukgi. It symbolizes the principles of
oriental philosophy and values of peace, purity, balance and harmony. Also, the national flower
is the rose of Sharon, called mugunghwa. It means immortality.

W: How many people are there in Korea?

M1: Korea's population was estimated to be over 50 million in 2015, ranking 26th globally. Out
of the total population, roughly 20% live in Seoul, the capital city.

M2: What writing system do you use?

M1: The official writing system of Korea is Hangeul. It was introduced in 1443 by King Sejong
to help all people to easily read and write. Thanks to Hangeul, Korea has one of the highest
literacy rates in the world. Koreans celebrate the invention of the Korean alphabet on October
9th, which is Hangeul Day.
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Situation 2

Listen and Do

[script 1]

F1: Is this traditional Korean clothing?

K: Yes. This is called hanbok.

F2: It's so elegant!

K: Yes, it is. Hanbok has a graceful shape with a slim top and a wide bottom.
F2: It's similar to a bell.

K: You're right. The wide sleeves and flexible skirt make the wearer look as though she is
floating on air. Also, the colorful fabric is dyed with natural materials.

F2: Do Koreans still wear hanbok these days?

K: Sure. Some people wear it for traditional holidays or special occasions.
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[script 2]

F2: It's a traditional Korean house, isn't it?

K: Yes. It's called hanok. These days, hanok generally refers to tile-roofed houses. You should
take shoes off here before you go into the room.

F1: OK. (Pause) Oh, there are no beds at all.

F2: I've heard it's a traditional Korean custom to sit and sleep on the floor.

K: That's right. This custom started with the ondo/ system in hanok.
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[script 3]

F1. What is ondof?

K: Ondol is a traditional heating system. There is a layer of stone down here, actually. The heat
from the kitchen fire runs through this open space, warming the stone above. This heat keeps
both the floor and the air surprisingly warm in the winter.

F2: Wow! That's impressive.

F1. Yeah! I'd like to try ondo/ someday.
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